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216 Publications of the 

Hussey himself was unable to see O 2 21 double on many nights 
in 1898 and 1900 (also in 1902, see L. 0. Bulletin-, No. 40), 
even with the 36-inch telescope. As Professor Hussey points 
out, it seems impossible to reconcile his positive measure with 
the subsequent negative results, and equally dfficult to explain 
the agreement of his measure with Otto Struve's if some 
other pair was observed by either by mistake. 

My measures only add to the puzzle, for it does not seem 
possible that the new companion can be identical either with the 
one measured by Otto Struve or with the one seen by Pro- 
fessor Hussey. The explanation must be left to the future. 

September 2, 1904. R. G. AlTKEN. 

Unsuccessful Search for Periodic Comets. 

It is generally best to keep silent about searches of any kind 
that result unsuccessfully, but occasionally it happens that fail- 
ure has a value only second to success. This seems to apply 
with special force to the search for periodic comets whose orbits 
are supposed to be well known, and whose position in the sky, 
according to the predicted motion, is favorable for observation. 
I therefore wish to place on record the fact that I have looked 
for every periodic comet predicted to return to the neighbor- 
hood of the earth during the past two years, using the 36-inch 
telescope under the best obtainable conditions. With the ex- 
ception of Brooks's comet, 1889 V, 1896 VI, which was found 
close to its predicted place on the first night's search, none of 
the comets looked for have been seen. Some, like Perrine's 
comet last year, and Temple's comet (1873 II) this year were 
so nearly in line with the Sun that their position could hardly 
be regarded as favorable. Others, like Giacobini's comet last 
year and Wolf's comet the present year, were not far from op- 
position at the time of search, and the failure to see them must 
be due either to the extreme faintness of the objects or to the 
uncertainty of the predicted positons. It is not feasible with a 
telescope as large as the 36-inch to examine a very large sky 
area for a faint comet. My practice has been to chart the pre- 
dicted position of the comet and to examine minutely with a 
low-power eye-piece about a square degree of the sky about this 
position ; then, more rapidly, several more square degrees along 
the line of predicted motion. R. G. Aitken. 

September 5, 1904. 



